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1. In rscent years, the railroed ret in Albanie was enlarged by the construction

of & new single-track raeilroa” line from Tirane to Vliona via Elbasan. Most of

the relling atock and locomotives operating in the country was over-aged Italian
equipment, Some locomotives, however, wers recsntly imported from Czechoslovakia
end the USSR, 25X1

Roade in the country were in poor conditien except in the towns., Asphalt roads
were practlzally noneexlstent. Most of the motor vzhicles operating in Albania
wmre Soviet make; de luxe cers have been furnished by (zechoslovakia., Owner-

ship of guch cars waes restricted to goverrment snd perty agenciss., Taxicabs
cperated only in Tirana end some other towns. For thils reason trucks were also
vsed for passenger traffic. 25X1

Albanians who wanted to travel in the country had to submit their identity cards
to the traffi: enterprise which they intended to use, Passengers who have been
grantzd tickets f£ind their nemes on ligts published by the traffic buresu. Time-
tebles were seldom kept.

25X1°
| Comment., So far, only two rallroad lines were know to exisgt in Albanis o

one runring from Durazzo on *he Adriatic coast +o Tirana, and ancther one running
from Durazzo ®o Elbasan via P:qin. On the basis of a mep study, 1t is believed
that ths new line reportedly ouilt from Elbesan to Viena utilizes the Durazzc-Pegin
live gecticn and then extends from Peqin to.Viona slong the Adriatic coast. The
railroad net plays e relatively minor role in Albania. Railroad equipment was
yreviovaly furnisbed by Italy, After the integrstion of Albania into the Esstern
Bloc, it is believed that rallroad equipment ism furnigshed by the USSR or her
sstellites. Roads in Albania are doubtlessly in poor condition.
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